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reasons for conversion, and the world knows
exactly why the well-known novelist, the poet,
the humorous priest, the talented young actor,
are within the Roman fold. Perhaps the import-
ance of their conversions is slightly exaggerated.
But there can be no question of the importance
in the religious history of the nineteenth century
of the conversions of Newman and Manning, and
if Gladstone had gone to Rome, there must have
been something like a religious revolution.

It is clear from his subsequent history, and,
indeed, from the story of the weeks and months
that followed his decision, that when Manning
went to Rome he went home. He became the
naturalised citizen of his native country. And
this is the main contrast between his life and the
life of Newman, for wherever Newman was, he
was something of an exile, and his biography
might be called, " Here he had no abiding-place.3'
There is a prophecy too of Manning's future
ultramontanism in the fact that the event which
finally determined him was condemned by a large
and influential section of English Roman Catholic
opinion. The institution of the hierarchy was
regarded by the Roman Catholic peers as utterly
ill-advised, calculated to aggravate Protestant
prejudice and to make the lives of English Roman
Catholics uncomfortable. They were, for the